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New York’s westside Chelsea neighborhood has been dramatically transformed. The streets beneath the High 

Line that once constituted the meatpacking district are now home to luxury lofts, high-fashion boutiques and 

restaurants in the vanguard of the city’s foodie frenzy. Industrial designer Ignacio Ciocchini’s custom streetscape 

elements play an important role in the Chelsea Improvement Company’s goal to enhance pedestrian safety and 

aesthetic experience in this busy part of the city. 
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Studio 431 engineers collaborated closely with the designer to develop a bench, litter receptacle, signpost, and tree 

pit enclosure that share the area’s stylish vibe while paying homage to its industrial history. The custom products 

developed and manufactured for Chelsea by Studio 431 help create an authentic sense of place for this thriving 

urban enclave. 
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Street trees add to Chelsea’s ambience and the street pit enclosures designed specifically for the district eschew 

typical arches in favor of geometric forms. Stainless steel rods crisscross powdercoated steel posts in a crisp 

repeating pattern. Studio 431 engineered the mounting system to be embedded in flexible epoxy, rather than 

attached to the concrete sidewalk, to avoid heaving from ground freeze and rusting from contact with salt used to 

melt ice and snow. 
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The custom bench has three 24-inch wide seats separated by arms, giving users a sense of personal space and 

providing a deterrent to skateboarding and “urban camping.” The bench base and arms are stainless steel and 

the seat is powdercoated steel in the “Chelsea grey” color chosen for elements throughout the district. The side 

panels of the stainless steel litter incorporate a repeat pattern that marks its Chelsea pedigree. The signpost, 

which is stainless steel on the bottom and powdercoated aluminum on top, has a built-in mechanism for changing 

signs. A robust replacement for standard city signposts it has the heft to support the unplanned for bike. 
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