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Rye Playland, the 1920s-era amusement park owned by Westchester County, would get a 

complete makeover under a proposed development that emphasizes year-round activities and 

more green space, county officials announced Thursday.  

The county executive, Robert P. Astorino, had sought to breathe new life into Playland, an Art 

Deco amusement park which has lost visitors and been a drain on county taxpayers in recent 

years, losing $3 million to $5 million annually. Two years ago, Mr. Astorino solicited plans to 

reimagine the 100-acre park on Long Island Sound, which includes 50 rides, an ice rink, a 

swimming pool, a boardwalk, a lake and a beach.  

From among a dozen proposals, the county chose one put forward by a group of Rye residents 

who formed a nonprofit group called Sustainable Playland. Daniel Biederman, the park guru who 

pioneered the private management of public spaces with the restoration of Bryant Park in 

Manhattan, is a consultant. The group, led by the Rye residents Dhruv Narain and his wife, 

Sandhya Subbarao, sketched out a park with amusements, as opposed to an amusement park.  

Specifically, the plan calls for a great lawn overlooking Long Island Sound, new ball fields and a 

field house, a mini-water park, an outdoor winter ice rink and renovation of the indoor rink, new 

restaurants and a year-round event space for weddings and conferences. The historic amusement 

rides would stay, but some newer rides would be retired.  

“This is going to take Playland from where it’s been to something that will be more akin to a 

blend of Bryant Park and Tivoli in Copenhagen, with a mix of commercial amusements like rides 

and food and public space improvements that take advantage of Long Island Sound,” Mr. 

Biederman said after the announcement. “The site is absolutely exquisite and needs to be treated 

with respect. It really will be a grand civic gathering space.”  

Under the proposed 10-year management agreement with the county, Sustainable Playland 

would make an initial investment of $34 million in capital improvements to the existing park. 

The county would also receive an initial payment of $4 million, as well as at least $1.2 million a 

year, based on the park’s revenue. The money would help retire Westchester’s $32 million debt 
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on Playland and should save the county millions of dollars in interest and principal payments. 

Sustainable Playland would be repaid by fees from the concessionaires.  

The county said it hoped to enter into a formal contract with Sustainable Playland within 90 

days. “Sustainable did the best job of meeting all the criteria,” Mr. Astorino said. “We can’t 

allow the future of the park, jobs for our residents and relief for our taxpayers to get bogged 

down in politics, bureaucracy and red tape. The time for a reinvented Playland is now.”  


