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For a sister story on rapid
neighborhood change, see our
stOry OIl Cg?YnJ.Qus,§qym:e,.p. 4.
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Top: Miguel Acevedo, president of the Fulton Houses
Tenants Association Above: The last stretch of old-time
neighborhood businesses, across from the Fulton Houses

"As New York City devel­
oper, we live in glass houses,"
says Paul Pariser, a principal in
Taconic. "Everything we do is
watched. That keeps us honest.
We're in such confined spaces in
New York that we need to work
together. That's what's made the
dynamic transformation of this
neighborhood so successful."

St~ll, challenges remain. Ful­
ton residents com­
plain they can't shop
in the Meatpacking
District, where a lo­
cal was horrified by
a fur coat, design,ed
for a little boy, cost­
ing $800. Another
preferred the old days
when transvestite
prostitutes roamed
the streets to the cur~

rent era of bourgeois clubgoers.
Acevedo worries that the

retail stretch on Ninth around
W. 18th St., filled with stores his
neighbors can afford to patron­
ize, such as pizza·parlors, will
soon be gone.

"New landlords are already
trying to raise rents by practical~

ly extorting money," he says. "But
they should know we're going to
be watching them every' step."

Meosha Livingston (I.), from the Fulton Houses, and organizer Olivia Blanchflower (r.)
Work together at the ·Saturday produce Youthmarket run by local teens and young adults

Continued from previous page
Related Cos. and Taconic Invest­
ments, which own the nearby
luxury rental and condo building
called the Caledonia, Acevedo's
organization created a Saturday
Youthmarket that allows local
kids to operate a fresh-fruit and
vegetable stand/

in a criminal:'justice program at a
midtown college. She finds inspi­
ration in the high~designarchi­
tecture and fashion boutiques.

"When you see great ~hings,

you start to think great," says the
17-year Fulton resident. "These
changes are good for us. Before,
everyone was out for themselves.
Now it feels like we're here

H
e has also helped Fulton together. I don't go into those
residents, including single fancy stores all ghet-
mothers, get jobs at the to-looking, talking 'When you
nearby Desmond Tutu loud. That's no way to

Center, held educational lunches act. There's opportu- see great
with the High Line, and worked nity everywhere."
with Chelsea: Market, the James The Chelsea Im- th' g
Beard Society and the under- provement Co. (CIC), In S, you
constructionDreamHoteltocre~ aprivateimprovement t t t th' k
ate a cooking scholarship whose district established by S ar 0 In
recipient would come from the developers including t'
Fulton Houses and work as a the Related Cos. and grea

I chef at the hotel, across the street Taconic Investments,
>-from where he or she grew up. creates some of that opportu-

"We all have a cQmmon goal nity. Taconic has believed in the
here," says Michael Ginsberg, neighborhood since it bought 111
who runs events and market~ Eighth Ave. in 1998: It owns the
ing for the Chelsea Market, the 14th St. building that houses the
food emporium and office build- Apple Store and helped. secure
ing on Ninth Ave. between 15th the land that enabled the West­
and 16th Sts. "We want to make ern Beef supermarket, with its
the neighborhood a better place affordable prices, to stay in the
where all people can come to- neighborhood, in addition to
gether. When you keep it simple co-owning the Caledonia with
like that, and have motivated Related. The plaza outside Apple
people like Miguel, it works." is run by the CIC, which holds

Meosha Livingston, 21, is a weeknight salsa lessons and has
single mq.t.h~I; .}Vl1o,.\\:,orlcsat the a neigh~or~ood greenery pro~
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