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“The aim is to make the park totally self-sustaining.”
Dan Biederman, Biederman Redevelopment Ventures
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By Jeanette Rundquist
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Newark will soon launch its $100
million school makeover with a city-
wide campaign of “relentless out-
reach,” to tap into the ideas of resi-
dents on turning around the city’s
troubled schools.
The program announced yesterday
stems from the $100 million pledged
for school reform by Facebook found-
er Mark Zuckerberg, and will have a
citywide reach, using phone banks,

door-to-door canvassers and neigh-
borhoodmeetings.
It is the first concrete step as New-
ark plans to begin spending the do-
nated money. PENewark, or Partner-
ship for Education in Newark, was
formally kicked off yesterday by city
leaders, including Mayor Cory Book-
er and School Superintendent Clif-
ford Janey.
“We want every Newarker’s input

in every step of this process,” Booker
said yesterday at a news conference

held to announce foundation of PE-
Newark, which was described as the
“primary organizing force” for the
school improvement effort.
Numerous community partners,
from cultural groups to school ad-
ministrators to a group of great-
grandmothers who call themselves
the “Neighborhood Nannies,” were
represented at the kickoff, which
was held in a former furniture store
downtown. Dozens have signed on as
partners.

Canvassers will begin knocking
on an estimated 91,000 doors in the
city this week, and 10 large town hall
meetings,plusat least30smaller “kaf-
feeklatsches,” will be held. The first
town hall meeting is called “Youth
Speaks” and will be at Central High
School Nov. 9 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
The effort will be one of “relentless
outreach,” stated the organization’s
press release.
Advertisements will be placed on

TV, radio and billboards in an effort
to involve the city, and Newark resi-
dents will be able to submit thoughts

through a website (www.PENewark.
org), or by texting PEN to 56333.
Among the sites for canvassers to
visit will be homeless shelters.
The effort, which Booker called

“unprecedented because of its scale,”
is expected to cost about $1 million
and come up with “a comprehensive
set of reform recommendations” by
the end of January.
Some question whether that dead-

line is workable. Rutgers Newark
history professor Clement Price,
who was in the audience, said he

By Matthew Huisman
FoR ThE STAR-LEDGER

When Bernie Papa laces up his
running shoes Sunday to compete
in the New York City Marathon, he
won’t be thinking about setting an
age-group record or even a personal
best. Instead, his sole focus will be
crossing the finish line.
“I’ve always had a smile at the
end,” said Papa, 74, who once ran the
marathon in a little over 4½ hours
but expects to finish this year’s race

some time over six hours. “Nowa-
days, it takes longer and longer. You
have to be mentally prepared as well
as physically prepared.”
Papa has become a bit of a celebri-
ty at the Cedar Crest retirement com-
munity in Pompton Plains.
“It’s wonderful what he’s doing,”
said Rose Papa, his wife of 46 years.
“I can’t evenwalk and he’s running.”
His reputation and his running
clothes make Papa an easily recog-
nizable figure among Cedar Crest’s

more than 2,000 residents. Papa said
residents sometimes stop him and
ask if he’s “that runner guy.” Despite
his status, he doesn’t let anything
distract him from his training or
picking up his grandson at school in
Pequannock.
“His grandson, the little one, really
looks up to him,” his wife said.
Papa,who ranhis firstmarathon in
1982 at age 46, said he began running
as away to unwind fromhis stressful
job as an engineer.

Then hewas hooked.
“The first one was just for fun,”
Papa said. “The next year, 1983, I ran
my first NewYork.”
This year, however, Papa is run-
ning not only for the finisher’s medal
but also to raise awareness for his
retirement community’s scholar-
ship, the Cedar Crest Scholars Fund.
In preparation for the run, residents
and staff have been buying “I support
Bernie” T-shirts and will host a pep

By Dan Goldberg
FoR ThE STAR-LEDGER

Thiswas not a drill.
Police arrived on scene. Bomb-
sniffing dogs barked as they hunted
through the halls. Some students and
staff were evacuated, others were
locked down in their classrooms.
Yet the potentially chaotic scene at
HighlandParkHigh School onOct. 20
— caused by an unattended and, ulti-
mately, harmless backpack near an
outdoor stairwell — was the picture
of order, according to school officials.
Only two days earlier, the school
had engaged in a what is known as a
security drill, which prepared every-
one for a such an event. Thanks to
legislation that took effect yesterday,
all public, private and charter schools
are to hold at least one security drill
and one fire drill eachmonth they are
open.
Assemblyman Frederick Scalera
(D-Essex), primary sponsor of Gen-
eral Assembly Bill 3002, hopes the
Highland Park experience will prove
the golden rule for other schools —
that practicemakes perfect.
“One hundred percent, that’s the
standard we are looking for,” Scalera
said. “This is going to save children’s
lives.”
Highland Park Superintendent
Frances Wood added, “Everyone
knew exactly what to do and how to
do it.”
The bill, signed into law on Jan. 11,
requires students to be locked in their
classrooms, keepaway fromwindows
and doors and, in some cases, take
cover under their desks during such
drills.
“It makes a lot of sense to me,” said
Charles Maranzano Jr., the Hopat-
cong schools superintendent. “I think
we have done an excellent job over
the years of evacuating a building, but
sheltering in place is a whole other
aspect.”
Maranzano is familiar with emer-
gency situations and the potential for
panic. He was a superintendent in
northern Virginia during the sniper
attacks of October 2002, which left 10
dead and three critically injured over
a three-week period in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area. Administrators every-
where are still hauntedby themurder
of 12 students and one teacher in the
1999 Columbine (Colo.) High School
massacre.
“Those are the same kind of things

we have to worry about now,” Ma-
ranzano said. “We’re living in a dif-
ferent world than we were 10 or 20
years ago. You have to be able to think
through a host of various scenarios.”
That’s what the state Department
of Education had in mind with its
drill guidelines. It requires schools
to hold a minimum of two of each of

Newark to take$100Mschool reformto thepeople
Programof ‘relentless outreach’ will seek recommendations from residents

Security
drills leave
nothing
tochance
For schools, new law
meansmonthly practice

PomptonPlainsmarathoner, 74, is a celebritywith a cause

military Park deploys a big gun

By Philip Read
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

During an impromptu tour of
Manhattan’s Bryant Park, Dan
Biederman stops at the outdoor
library known as the “Reading
Room,” whose roster of guests
includes sex columnist Ruth Wes-
theimer and former Met and Yan-
kee Darryl Strawberry.
He stops again at “Piano in Bry-
ant Park,” featuring jazz pianist
Mike LeDonne. Had it been early
morning, it would have been a
session of tai chi on the fountain
terrace.

Biederman, a stealth organizer
whose attention to detail borders
on the manic, is credited with
transforming the park — once
known for its illicit drug activity—
into a bustling city oasis where a
daily roster of revenue-generating
activities are managed by a staff of
event coordinators.
Using his success at Bryant Park
as a model, Biederman will soon
head across the Hudson River,
lured by an offer to remake New-
ark’s Military Park, an often life-
less swath of urban greenery that
is otherwise home to famedMount
Rushmore sculptor Gutzon Bor-
glum’s “Wars of America.”
“This really runs like a Swiss
watch,” Biederman said of the

Reviver ofManhattan’s
Bryant Park aims for
similar boom inNewark

Photos by ed murray/the star-ledger

Dan Biederman
has been hired
to reviveMilitary
Park, below, in
the heart of
downtown
Newark. He has
been credited
with transform-
ing NewYork’s
Bryant Park,
once a haven for
drug dealers,
into a popular
Midtown retreat
boasting a
variety of
cultural and
recreational
opportunities.
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“When the Good Lord
tells me to slow down.
Trouble is, I’m a little
hard of hearing, so I
hope I hear him.”

Bernie Papa, 74,
on when he will give up running

MORE NEWS
FROM AROUND
NEW JERSEY
See Pages 21 and 22

Sell Your Stuff
in

800-501-2100

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S SALE

CH 763412
SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Docket No. F3259409
US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS TRUSTEE FOR CSMC
MORTGAGE-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SER-
IES 2006-7 is the Plain-
tiff and MARCO O.
VILLAGOMEZ, ET AL is the
Defendant.
Writ of Execution for the
sale of mortgaged premises
dated SEPTEMBER 13, 2010
By virtue of the above
stated writ, to me direct-
ed and delivered, I will
expose the sale at public
venue on WEDNESDAY, the
3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER A.D.,
2010, at the hour of two
o’clock by the then pre-
vailing (Standard or Day-
light Saving) time, in the
afternoon of the said day,
at the Sheriff’s Office,
701 Livingston Avenue, PO
Box 1188, in the City of
New Brunswick.
Property to be sold is lo-
cated in the Borough of
South Plainfield , County
of Middlesex, State of
New Jersey
Premises commonly known
as: 617 SPICER AVENUE,
SOUTH PLAINFIELD NJ 07080
BEING KNOWN as LOT 6.04,
BLOCK 368, on the official
Tax Map of the Borough of
South Plainfield
Dimensions: 100.00 feet x
100.00 feet x 100.00 feet
x 100.00 feet
Nearest Cross Street:
Green Place
The Sheriff hereby re-
serves the right to ad-
journ this sale without
further notice by publi-
cation.
*Subject to any unpaid
taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any
such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums
or other advances made by
plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested par-
ties are to conduct and
rely upon their own inde-
pendent investigation to
ascertain whether or not
any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or
have priority over the
lien being foreclosed and,
if so the current amount
due thereon.
**If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall
be entitled only a return
of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no
further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortga-

Legal AdvertisingLegal Advertising: (973) 392-4108
Fax Number: (973) 392-4129
Legal Billing Information (973) 392-4066
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Monday Tuesday
Tuesday Wednesday

Wednesday Thursday
Thursday Friday

Friday & Saturday Monday

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S SALE

CH 763413
SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Docket No. F3265909
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA is
the Plaintiff and PIOTR
ZIEC, ET AL is the Defend-
ant.
Writ of Execution for the
sale of mortgaged premises
dated SEPTEMBER 09, 2010
By virtue of the above
stated writ, to me direct-
ed and delivered, I will
expose the sale at public
venue on WEDNESDAY, the
3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER A.D.,
2010, at the hour of two
o’clock by the then pre-
vailing (Standard or Day-
light Saving) time, in the

Mortgagor, Mortga
gor’s attorney.
***If after the sale and
satisfaction of the mort-
gage debt, including costs
and expenses, there re-
mains any surplus money,
the money will be deposit-
ed into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person
claiming the surplus, or
any part thereof, may file
a motion pursuant to Court
Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2
stating the nature and ex-
tent of that person’s
claim and asking for an
order directing payment of
the surplus money. The
Sheriff or other person
conducting the sale will
have information regarding
the surplus, if any.
The approximate amount of
the judgment to be satis-
fied by said sale is the
sum of FIVE-HUNDRED TWENTY
SEVEN THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED
SEVENTY NINE & 26/100
($527,679.26) more or
less, plus interest to-
gether with the costs of
this sale.
FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION
AVAILABLE AT THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE.
The subscriber reserves
the right to adjourn said
sale from time to time
subject only to such limi-
tations or restrictions
upon the exercise of such
power as may be specially
provided by law or rules
of the Court. Sold subject
to conditions of sale.
Successful bidder must pay
20% of bid in cash, certi-
fied check or official
bank check at close of
sale and the balance in
two weeks.
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG
400 FELLOWSHIP RD
MT LAUREL, NJ 08054
JOSEPH C. SPICUZZO,Sheriff
10/12, 19, 26, 11/2 2010

$644.96

Find the
best deals on 4 wheels

every Friday in autoFinder.

vailing Day
light Saving) time, in the
afternoon of the said day,
at the Sheriff’s Office,
701 Livingston Avenue, PO
Box 1188, in the City of
New Brunswick.
Property to be sold is lo-
cated in the Township of
Woodbridge, County of
Middlesex, State of New
Jersey
Premises commonly known
as: 127 BLAIR ROAD, PORT
READING NJ 07064
BEING KNOWN as LOT 25,
BLOCK 618, on the official
Tax Map of the Township of
Woodbridge
Dimensions: 146.12 feet x
60.00 feet x 18.62 feet x
5.32 feet x 128.87 feet x
62.19 feet
Nearest Cross Street:
North Grand Ave
The Sheriff hereby re-
serves the right to ad-
journ this sale without
further notice by publi-
cation.
*Subject to any unpaid
taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any
such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums
or other advances made by
plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested par-
ties are to conduct and
rely upon their own inde-
pendent investigation to
ascertain whether or not
any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or
have priority over the
lien being foreclosed and,
if so the current amount
due thereon.
**If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall
be entitled only a return
of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no
further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortga-
gor’s attorney.
***If after the sale and
satisfaction of the mort-
gage debt, including costs
and expenses, there re-
mains any surplus money,
the money will be deposit-
ed into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person
claiming the surplus, or
any part thereof, may file
a motion pursuant to Court
Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2
stating the nature and ex-
tent of that person’s
claim and asking for an
order directing payment of
the surplus money. The
Sheriff or other person
conducting the sale will
have information regarding
the surplus, if any.
The approximate amount of
the judgment to be satis-
fied by said sale is the
sum of TWO-HUNDRED NINTY
ONE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED
FIFTY NINE & 78/100
($291,759.78) more or
less, plus interest to-
gether with the costs of
this sale.
FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION
AVAILABLE AT THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE.
The subscriber reserves
the right to adjourn said
sale from time to time
subject only to such limi-
tations or restrictions
upon the exercise of such
power as may be specially
provided by law or rules
of the Court. Sold subject
to conditions of sale.
Successful bidder must pay
20% of bid in cash, certi-
fied check or official
bank check at close of
sale and the balance in
two weeks.
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG
400 FELLOWSHIP RD
MT LAUREL, NJ 08054
JOSEPH C. SPICUZZO,Sheriff
10/12, 19, 26, 11/2 2010

$631.04

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S SALE

CH 763411
SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Docket No. F3229809
US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE
TO BANK OF AMERICA NATION-
AL ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR
BY MERGER TO LASALLE BANK

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S SALE

CH 761367
SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Docket No. F1960206
UNITED POLES FEDERAL CRED-
IT CREDIT UNION is the
Plaintiff and JOHN
KOPROWICZ, ET AL is the
Defendant.
Writ of Execution for the
sale of mortgaged premises
dated AUGUST 04, 2010
By virtue of the above
stated writ, to me direct-
ed and delivered, I will
expose the sale at public
venue on WEDNESDAY, the
3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER A.D.,
2010, at the hour of two
o’clock by the then pre-
vailing (Standard or Day-
light Saving) time, in the
afternoon of the said day,
at the Sheriff’s Office,
701 Livingston Avenue, PO
Box 1188, in the City of
New Brunswick.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 3292
Washington Road
BLOCK AND LOT: Lot(s) 1-4,
28 & 29 Block 381
MUNICIPALITY: Borough of
Sayreville
COUNTY: Middlesex
BEGINNING at a point of
intersection of the south-
easterly sideline of Wash-
ington Road with the
northeasterly sideline of
Johnson’s Lane and run-
ning; thence
1. Along the southeasterly
sideline of Washington
Road, North 58 degrees 15
minutes East 92.67 feet to
a point in same; thence
2. South 31 degrees 45 mi-
nutes East 150.00 feet to
a point; thence
3. South 58 degrees 15 mi-
nutes West 117.03 feet to
a point in the northeast-
erly sideline of Johnson’s
Lane; thence
4. Along the northeasterly
sideline of Johnson’s
Lane, North 22 degrees 31
minutes 33 seconds West
151.97 feet to the point
and place of BEGINNING.
The Sheriff hereby re-
serves the right to ad-
journ this sale without
further notice by publi-
cation.
The approximate amount of
the judgment to be satis-
fied by said sale is the
sum of FOUR-HUNDRED SEVEN-
TY FOUR THOUSAND ONE-
HUNDRED TWENTY & 35/100
($474,120.35) more or
less, plus interest to-
gether with the costs of
this sale.
FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION
AVAILABLE AT THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE.
The subscriber reserves
the right to adjourn said
sale from time to time
subject only to such limi-
tations or restrictions
upon the exercise of such
power as may be specially
provided by law or rules
of the Court. Sold subject
to conditions of sale.
Successful bidder must pay
20% of bid in cash, certi-
fied check or official
bank check at close of
sale and the balance in
two weeks.
MC KENNA DUPONT HIGGINS &
STONE
229 BROAD STREET
PO BOX 610
RED BANK NJ 07701
JOSEPH C. SPICUZZO,Sheriff
10/12, 19, 26, 11/2 2010

$491.84

BY MERGER TO LASALLE BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS
TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN STANLEY
LOAN TRUST 2007-SXS is the
Plaintiff and REYNALDO
SOLANO, ET AL is the De-
fendant.
Writ of Execution for the
sale of mortgaged premises
dated SEPTEMBER 13, 2010
By virtue of the above
stated writ, to me direct-
ed and delivered, I will
expose the sale at public
venue on WEDNESDAY, the
3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER A.D.,
2010, at the hour of two
o’clock by the then pre-
vailing (Standard or Day-
light Saving) time, in the
afternoon of the said day,
at the Sheriff’s Office,
701 Livingston Avenue, PO
Box 1188, in the City of
New Brunswick.
Property to be sold is lo-
cated in the City of New
Brunswick, County of Mid-
dlesex, State of New Jer-
sey
Premises commonly known
as: 343 SOMERSET STREET,
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901
BEING KNOWN as LOT 4,
BLOCK 413, on the official
Tax Map of the City of New
Brunswick
Dimensions: 100.00 feet x
37.50 feet x 100.00 feet
x 37.50 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Lau-
rel Place
The Sheriff hereby re-
serves the right to ad-
journ this sale without
further notice by publi-
cation.
*Subject to any unpaid
taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any
such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums
or other advances made by
plaintiff prior to this
sale. All interested par-
ties are to conduct and
rely upon their own inde-
pendent investigation to
ascertain whether or not
any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or
have priority over the
lien being foreclosed and,
if so the current amount
due thereon.
**If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall
be entitled only a return
of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no
further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortga-
gor’s attorney.
***If after the sale and
satisfaction of the mort-
gage debt, including costs
and expenses, there re-
mains any surplus money,
the money will be deposit-
ed into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person
claiming the surplus, or
any part thereof, may file
a motion pursuant to Court
Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2
stating the nature and ex-
tent of that person’s
claim and asking for an
order directing payment of
the surplus money. The
Sheriff or other person
conducting the sale will
have information regarding
the surplus, if any.
The approximate amount of
the judgment to be satis-
fied by said sale is the
sum of THREE-HUNDRED THIR-
TY NINE THOUSAND ONE-
HUNDRED FIFTY TWO & 60/100
($339,152.60) more or
less, plus interest to-
gether with the costs of
this sale.
FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION
AVAILABLE AT THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE.
The subscriber reserves
the right to adjourn said
sale from time to time
subject only to such limi-
tations or restrictions
upon the exercise of such
power as may be specially
provided by law or rules
of the Court. Sold subject
to conditions of sale.
Successful bidder must pay

and

Every Friday in the
Star-Ledger Classifieds

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S SALE

CH 763414
SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Docket No. F1249709
DB STRUCTURED PRODUCTS
INC., BY ITS SERVICER
GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC.
is the Plaintiff and JOHN
LICCONE, ET ALS is the De-
fendant.
Writ of Execution for the
sale of mortgaged premises
dated JUNE 11, 2010
By virtue of the above
stated writ, to me direct-
ed and delivered, I will
expose the sale at public
venue on WEDNESDAY, the
3RD DAY OF NOVEMBER A.D.,
2010, at the hour of two
o’clock by the then pre-
vailing (Standard or Day-
light Saving) time, in the
afternoon of the said day,
at the Sheriff’s Office,
701 Livingston Avenue, PO
Box 1188, in the City of
New Brunswick.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 222 Gor-
don Road
BLOCK AND LOT: Lot(s)
21.14 Block 3230
CITY: Township of Old
Bridge
COUNTY: MIDDLESEX
DIMENSIONS: 200’ x 654.15’
x 82.78’ x 219.20’ x
475.20’ x 264.28’ x 160’
x 160’
The Sheriff hereby re-
serves the right to ad-
journ this sale without
further notice by publi-
cation.
The approximate amount of
the judgment to be satis-
fied by said sale is the
sum of FIVE-HUNDRED THIRTY
THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED
FIFTY NINE & 94/100
($530,759.94) more or
less, plus interest to-
gether with the costs of
this sale.
FULL LEGAL DESCRIPTION
AVAILABLE AT THE MIDDLESEX
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE.
The subscriber reserves
the right to adjourn said
sale from time to time
subject only to such limi-
tations or restrictions
upon the exercise of such
power as may be specially
provided by law or rules
of the Court. Sold subject
to conditions of sale.
Successful bidder must pay
20% of bid in cash, certi-
fied check or official
bank check at close of
sale and the balance in
two weeks.
KAPLIN STEWART MELOFF RE-
ITER & STEIN (CHERRY HILL)
457 HADDONFIELD RD
CHERRY HILL NJ 08002
JOSEPH C. SPICUZZO,Sheriff
10/12, 19, 26, 11/2 2010

$389.76

pay
20% of bid in cash, certi-
fied check or official
bank check at close of
sale and the balance in
two weeks.
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG
400 FELLOWSHIP RD
MT LAUREL, NJ 08054
JOSEPH C. SPICUZZO,Sheriff
10/12, 19, 26, 11/2 2010

$658.88

BR
OA

D
ST
.

M
U
LB

ER
RY

ST
.

CENTER ST.

REC
TOR

ST.

CENTRAL AVE.

W. 42ND ST.

6T
H
AV
E.

5T
H
AV
E.

W. 41ST ST.

W. 4OTH ST.

W. 39TH ST.
W. 38TH ST.

W. 43RD ST.

W. 44TH ST.

RAYMOND BLVD.

E. PARK ST.

NEW ST.

CEDAR ST.

250 FEET 250 FEET

MILITARY
PARK

BRYANT
PARK

NEWARK MANHATTAN

N.Y. Public
Library

NJPAC

Trinity &
St. Phillip’s
Cathedral

THE STAR-LEDGER

Park features
� Wars of America Statue by Gutzon Borglum
� Bust of John F. Kennedy
� Statue of Frederick Frelinghuysen
� Statue of Philip Kearny

Park features

COMPARINGBOTHPARKS

� The gardens
� Monuments
� Pingpong
� Chess and backgammon
� Holiday shops

� Reading Room
� Le Carrousel
� Pétanque game
� Southwest porch
� Free Wi-Fi

myriad activities in Bryant
Park. “That’s what’s going to
happen at Military.”

Just as he did in Bryant Park,
Biederman is expected to use
cash from sponsorships, licens-
ing deals, events and conces-
sions — in short, private money
— to transform Military Park
into a mecca that doesn’t re-
quire an annual outlay of cash.

“The aim is to make the park
totally self-sustaining,” Bieder-
man said.

Biederman said he’ll have an
annual foundation-backed bud-
get in the “high six figures” to
start his transformation, whose
opening next fall could herald
the arrival of hundreds of jobs
and tap into the spending pow-
er of the city’s significant popu-
lation of downtown workers
and college-goers.

His financial backers are
the MCJ Amelior Foundation,
founded by philanthropist Ray
Chambers, and the Prudential
Foundation. Biederman likens
the two foundations to the Rock-
efellers, who backed him when
he first tackled Bryant Park
back in 1992 and created the

critical mass of activity needed
to chase out undesirables.

The city of Newark, too, is
shoring up the makeover by
dedicating $2 million in previ-
ously approved capital funds
and $1 million, secured by
Mayor Cory Booker, from the
Cooperman Family Foundation,
headed by billionaire hedge-
fund mogul Leon Cooperman.

“Military Park ought to be as
attractive as Bryant Park,” said
Stefan Pryor, Newark’s deputy
mayor for economic develop-
ment. “People are going to enjoy
having a cup of coffee, read-
ing a book and playing chess
outdoors. … The park is only as
good as the activity in it.”

The park will also offer free
Wi-Fi, kiosks for sandwiches
and salads and outdoor mov-
ies. Stretchs of flower beds will
rise. The concrete “bunkers”
that now pop up from the un-
derground Military Park ga-
rage will become shiny glass-
enclosed entryways.

Today, Borglum’s “Wars of
America,” erected in 1926, is the
park’s most imposing statue,
but it is a relatively recent ad-
dition to its storied history. The
park, laid out in 1667, was once
an encampment during George

Washington’s retreat from Brit-
ish forces across New Jersey.
In 1776, Thomas Paine camped
there, writing the first lines of
his famous essay “These are the
Times that Try Men’s Souls.”

By 1880, the unveiling of
the statue of Maj. Gen. Philip
Kearny brought out some of the
Civil War’s greatest generals —
Ulysses S. Grant and William T.
Sherman.

The park’s historic status is
not unlike Philadelphia’s Rit-
tenhouse Square, a public space
for which Biederman had been
hired last spring to enliven as
well.

Herald Square is another Bie-
derman creation and is credited
for bringing this stretch of mac-
adam at 34th and Broadway in
Manhattan back to life.

The idea to awaken Military
Park began a few years ago
in a thriving economy when
financial backers were more
plentiful.

“We scaled it back a little,”
said Gabriella Morris, presi-
dent of the Prudential Founda-
tion. “The scale is important,
but I think the idea is more
important.”

Philip Read: (973) 392-1851 or
pread@starledger.com

the following types of security
drills each year: active shoot-
er, bomb threat, lockdown
and evacuation for something
other than fire — such as a
chemical or biological scare.

Administrators and police
would respond differently to
someone with a weapon in the
hallways as opposed to a bomb
threat. The key, legislators said,
is to practice several situations
so panic doesn’t spread.

“We want schools to di-
versify their drills,” said Ken
Trump, president of National
School Safety and Security
Services, a Cleveland-based
school security service. “Don’t

do the same old thing the
same old way and think you
are advancing preparedness.
What you are really testing
is not just the procedure, but
your people.”

That’s the philosophy be-
hind some procedures in Edi-
son, said John Russell, direc-
tor of enrollment and crisis
management, who will occa-
sionally surprise staff with a
drill at any hour of the school
day.

“That’s why you practice,
so you don’t go into a panic
mode,” Russell said. “We’re
all set, we’re prepared.”

The new guidelines are also
forcing districts to work with
their local police.

“They know everything
they need to know about our
facilities,” said Owen Snyder,
Randolph’s superintendent.

Since a 2007 directive by
the state Attorney General’s
Office, local law enforcement
agencies train regularly for
mass casualties or shooters

at schools, although rarely
with students present, and
certainly not once a month.

Now, students will get those
benefits as well.

“The key is to get kids out of
the halls,” Snyder said.

District superintendents
recognized it is impossible
to prepare for every eventu-
ality, but as Highland Park
learned, practicing under op-
timal conditions can make a
world of difference when an
emergency occurs.

“Fire drills are important
as we know, but there is so
much going on in this world
— with terrorism and guns
in school — that we should be
prepared,” said Sen. John Gir-
genti (D-Passaic), another of
the bill’s primary sponsors. “In
a crisis situation, the first few
moments can mean the differ-
ence between life and death.”

Dan Goldberg at New Jersey
Local News Service: (908)
243-6235 or dgoldberg@njlns.
com

rally on Friday to wish him
luck.

“We really did it for com-
munity spirit and to support
him,” said Kristin DiFidi,
philanthropy director at Ce-
dar Crest, “and of course
to raise awareness for our
scholarship.”

This year, 45 graduating
high school seniors each re-
ceived a $4,000 scholarship.

This will be Papa’s eighth
New York City marathon
and at 74, he is one of some
330 runners over the age of
70 among the 35,000 race
participants.

“As the Baby Boomers age,
we are seeing more and more
people who are used to being
active in their lives continue
to exercise,” said Stuart Weiss,
chief medical director for

the New York Road Runners.
“Having a regular routine of
exercise really improves peo-
ple’s abilities to improve their
lives.”

Papa trains year-round,
rotating swimming and aero-
bics into his daily workout
to prevent injury. Papa said
many of his friends who mo-
tivated him to start running
have been forced to retire due
to injuries. For Papa, main-
taining a slow, steady pace

keeps him healthy. He has
no intention of giving up run-
ning until somebody tells him
to quit.

When might he re-
tire from running?
“When the good Lord tells
me to slow down,” Papa said.
“Trouble is, I’m a little hard of
hearing, so I hope I hear him.”

Matthew Huisman at New
Jersey Local News Service:
(908) 243-6209 or mhuisman@
njlns.com
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For Bernie Papa, 74, this will be his eighth New York City
Marathon. To stay in shape, Papa says he trains year-round,
incorporating swimming and aerobics into a daily routine.
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