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The Bryant Park rink will tako two weeks 1o put into place and cost $4 million. At
17000 square feet, it will b about half the size of the Wollman Rink in Cantral Park
and twice as big as the rink at Rockefeller Center, The rink ends its season on Jan. 15,

Bryant Park Forecast: Ice in October

Olympic-Size Rink Will Charge No Admission

By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS
The Bryant Park lawn, well known for 1t pristine gross

and the

that lounge upan it in semmers, will

boilies
soon also be known for the blades gliding across it in winter
The Pand st Bryunt Park, scheduled to open on Oct. 28,

area aroond

Park, combined with tourises aod visiors

ta the New York Public Library next door, to fill the rink. On
many winter days, particulirly weekends, ther are long waits
i both Wollman Rink in Central Park and the rink at Rocke-

foller Centor.

will be & portable. Olympic-yim cink large etiough for 500 skat-
ers o plrouette upen (or <lip and fall) among the high-rises of
il Munhattan.

M
A rarity among the handful of ice rinks i Manhatian, it
will havn 0o adnaission change, snid arganizers bope it will at-
tract erowds during the winter when the park is nearty empty.
“Ir's froesing out there from Nov. | 1o March 31 and some-
temes later — and so for five moaths we do nothing,” said Dan-
lel A. Bledermuan, executive director of the Bryant Park Resto-
ration Corparation. “5o we ssid, ‘Let's make Bryant Park us-
able in the winter.'
the presence of

“Prople are jumping all over themselves o have more lce
n Manhattan.” said Ethan Lercher, Bryant Park's director of
events. The rink will end its season on Jan. 15, when it witl
close 1o make way for the annual spring fashion shows held in
ihe park.

In interviews, the rink's organizers take pains 10 say that
their pond will in no way compote with its neighbors, which
have bevn New York $ar yetirs

Parks Commissioner Adrinh Eenepe agresd “Wollman
Rink in Central Park 15 often very crowded at poak hours,”
Mr. Benepe sabd in an e-mail message.
this potnt visization there will be diminiahed, snd in any event,
the public good of another skating venue, evpecially withow

Contirmeed on Poge B4

Forecast for Bryant Park: Ice in October, and a Big Rink With No Admission Price
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this point visitation there will be di-

“We are also anxious to see how

A Rockefeller Center

ter " suid the spolies
Sazanne  Halpin,  “Wel-
come!™
The Bryant Park rink, which will
toke two weeks to put in place and
cont 34 million, will mensure 17,000
sguare feet — about hall the siee of
Waollman and abowt twice the size of
the Hockefeller Center rink. The
wporary rink will be put directly

well the tomporary rink technology
works.” Mr. qun said in the
e-mail message, “to see if we can try
this out in ather arens of the city
where Jocal elected officlals have
suggested invtalling rinks ™

Up to 500 can skate
amid the high-rises of
Midtown Manhattan.

would still weigh less than o typical
crowd al the fall and spring fashion
shows al which the park is howt each

s you bring your
mﬂ.llanmutﬂlbrﬂﬂamy

ot i ey

skntes for an hour and a half of skat-
g After Dec 17, thet admission fee
will rise to $17 for adalts phis §8 for
skate remtals.
Al Wallman, which opens an Oct,
15, the charge will be §11 for adult
skating and £175 1o rem
shates.
Mr Biederman first came ap with
the idoa for a rink in Bryant Park in

doal with Citigroup. T
lceRinkEvents com will install and

the mic- 1808, bt it pped be-
couse the Bryamt Park Restoration
Con the
park. could not afford AL The pro-
posial wos revisited in 2001 bw

again
W said, “We'll fligure it out some
duy’, we sver give up on an idea”
Mr. Blederman sald.

wonderful
Her inend, Boian Drew, 17, said he
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